Twelve of the 17 species of the genus,4mpelisca Kroyer, populations previously assigned to A. pacifica represent a 1842, reported from the Gulf of Mexico were originally des-new species.
cribed from the Pacific Ocean (Barnard 1954b , Goeke and Heard 1983). Recently, one of these 12 nominal species has Ampelisca parapocrlrca new species been elevated to species rank in the western Atlantic (Figuresl'2and3) (Ampelisca bicainata Goeke and Heard, 1983) .Ampelisca Ampelisca pacificai Barnard, 1954b, p. 5; Mills, 1967, p. pacifica Holmes, 1908 , has been reported with a transpan-649 (not A. pacifica: Karaman 1975) .
amic distribution by several authors (Barnard 1954b , Mills 1965 , McKin ney 1971 reported from the waters of Southern California by Holmes (1908) and Barnard (1954a Barnard ( ,1966 in 24ro496 m depth. A subsequent record from Caledonia Bay,Panama,by Barnard (1954b) is the first reference for this species from the western Atlantic. Since that report, A. pacifica has been listed from the western Atlantic byMills (1965, 1967) and
Ampelisca parapacifica is a member of the "macro' cephala" sub$oup and is closely related to numerous species which share the head shape, form of pereopod 7, posterior process of epimeral plate 3 and general shape of the mouthparts. However, the unique combination of characters given in the diagnosis easily distinguishes it from other members of the subgroup. Ampelisca parapacifica differs from ,4' macrocephala Liljeborg, 1852, A. unsocalae Barnard, 1960, and A. careyi Dickinson, 1982 ,by the deeply concave lower margin of head, shorter antenna I and ovoid uropod 3. It may be distinguished from A. cristata Holmes, 1908, A. cristoides Barnard, 1954, and A. bicatinata Goeke and Heard, 1983 , by the very strong tooth on the posterodistal margin of epimeral plate 3, ovoid uropod 3 and the lack of dorsal carinae of pleosomite 3 and urosomite l. Ampelisca parapacifica is distinguished from,4' brevisimulata Barnard, 1954 , andA. verrilli Mills, 1967 Karaman (1975) notn., novum, forl mpeliscapacifica Gurjanova, 1955 ' This species is named for Dr. Gordon Karaman in recognition for his significant contributions to the taxonomy and systematics of the Amphipoda'
